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saint. But the executioner entrusted with the work
of blinding him had only pretended to perform his
odious task, He had held the hot plate of metal,
which was used for the purpose, at so great a dis-
tance from the prisoner's eyes that they had not been
injured. The treacherous designs of the Queen had
thus been frustrated. The Serb clergy, whose leader,
Archbishop Danilo, the chronicler of his times, had
procured the release of the heir-apparent, resolved to
place their favourite upon the throne. The national
party, which had been formed to resist the insidious
influence of the Greeks, carried the day, and when
the old king died in 1321, the clergy at once pro-
claimed his eldest son king under the title of Stephen
VIL, to which he added the surname of Uros.

His first act was to subdue his half-brother Con-
stantine, who attempted to dispute his right to the
throne. But the removal of his rival did not bring
peace to the land, The short reign of Stephen VII.
is one uninterrupted succession of wars with the King
of Hunffarv, the Bulgarian Czar, and the Greek Em-
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peronin which the Servian monarch met with invariable
success. Instigated by the Bulgarians, the ambitious
Hungarian sovereign attacked the Wallachs, who
were allies of the Serbs. Stephen VII. crossed the
Danube to the relief of his friends, and inflicted an
overwhelming defeat upon the Hungarian troops. He
then turned his arms against the Bulgarian Czar
Michael, who had mortally offended him by divorcing
his sister Xeda, and sending her and her son Alex-
ander back to Servia. We have described in the
second part of the book the terrible disaster which